ADOPTED – OCTOBER 12, 2021

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8
Introduced by the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION HONORING SENATOR CURTIS HERTEL, JR.
RESOLUTION #21 – 482

WHEREAS, Senator Curtis Hertel, Jr. has dedicated his life to public service; and 

WHEREAS, at the age of 22 he was elected to the Ingham County Board of Commissioners where he played an instrumental role in the establishment and adoption of the living wage ordinance and the creation of the Ingham Health Plan, a program designed to provide health care to low income Ingham County residents which became a nationwide model; and 

WHEREAS, as Register of Deeds for Ingham County, he tackled the issue of mortgage fraud, where he helped shield residents from foreclosure fraud and fought for those who had fallen victim to predatory lending and foreclosure scams; and 

WHEREAS, as a member of the Michigan Senate, he has served as Minority Vice-Chair of the Senate Committees for Health Policy, Commerce, Regulatory Reform, Banking and Financial Institutions, and the Appropriations Sub-Committee for Higher Education; and

WHEREAS, Senator Hertel has also served as a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, Appropriations Sub-Committee for the Department of Health and Human Services, Appropriations Sub-Committee for Capital Outlay, and the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules; and

WHEREAS, as a leader in the fight against sexual assault, particularly on college campuses, Senator Hertel is working to change the culture by advocating for required education on affirmative consent, and has made headway to include affirmative consent as part of a multifaceted solution; and

WHEREAS, Senator Hertel has also guided through legislation that paved the way for a more rapid and viable organ donation process; the prevention of predatory mailings and was instrumental in removing the offensive terminology of ‘crippled children’ from the laws of the State of Michigan; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Hertel worked to improve access and affordability to health care for those who are most in need and was instrumental in securing a portion of the State budget allocated to the First Responders Presumed Coverage Fund.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Senator Curtis Hertel, Jr. and extends its sincere appreciation to him for dedicating his life to serving as a champion for the citizens of Ingham County and for providing a voice for the most vulnerable at their time of need.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes him a lifetime of continued success.
